
Devotion 9: Step by Step           January 20, 2021 

As our two ships pass in the night, I want to encourage your 

ministry forward. When I left Georgia and went off to college, I felt 

that the whole world was at my feet. Even though I was flat broke! 

What I mean is, I felt I could have gone in any direction: I was free 

from any obligations from high school, and the directions that 

season of life established for me were no longer permanent 

fixtures - there was no 13th grade afterward - only life. Thus, 

direction was no longer derived automatically, nor was it very 

clear even when I finally arrived at making some decision. What 

would happen after I chose this____? Fill in the blank. Over time 

I’ve come to learn that decision-making requires a combination of 

prayer, information, bravery, and faith. But at the time of being a 

freshly graduated high school senior, the choices seemed 

endless and their consequences were unimaginable. And Lord 

knows my brain’s frontal cortex wasn’t finished yet. However, no 

matter what way I could or would go, I needed to take a first step. 

Like writing a paper – just get that first sentence down, and you’re 

halfway there! So among many passages of scripture that helped, 

Proverbs 16:9 stuck the most and anchored my wrestling heart: 

The mind of a person plans his way, 

But the LORD directs his steps. 

Among other decisions ahead of y’all, practically speaking, song 

selections have been for the most part left to me, and while some 

selections have proven to be perfect and others have been anything 

else but, these choices now fall on yourselves. And, I know this team 

is more than capable! My encouragement is to leave room for the 

Lord’s direction as you plan each way towards each Sunday. And as 

decisions are made in conjunction with other church staff and 

Brother Mahlon, I have no doubt this team will work together in 

unity and spirit to minister and bless the worshipers at Shoal Creek. 

Your love for the Lord and each other is evident, and I pray you all 

continue to master your sensitivity towards God’s leadings and 

promptings together to present God’s word in music with 

excellence and conviction; ultimately aiming to point worshipers 

towards the King of kings and Lord of hosts. May the distractions in 

your worlds be kept in check and take captive of every temptation 

and sin that seeks to dilute and disrupt the mandate ahead of you.  

You have an excellent church staff that seeks the Glory of Jesus and 

the Good of the Church and its Community. Commit to joining this 

massively focused inertia, and buckle up! 


